

Wordmaster Text Editor 


i 




a 


M 




'i 



I 

I 

I 


creative 
computing 

mcmc 

PSW1LG 


WORDMASTER is a comprehen- 
sive text editor written and sold by 
Micro-Pro International Corporation, 
Suite 400, 1299 Fourth Street, San 
Rafael, California 94901. A similar 
version called NED (for New Editor?) 
f Is distributed by IMSAI with their 
i' v Version 2.05 IMDOS derlvltive of 
CP/M. 

IMSAI’s naming of their version is 
; more than just a clever designation 
for a new editor program. WORD- 
MASTER/NED Is an amplification 
and expansion of the ED editor 
J supplied with CP/M. In many ways, 
WORDMASTER directly addresses 
the shortcomings of ED and greatly 
Increases editing flexibility and ease 
while retaining much of the basic 
approach and structure of an editor 
familiar to many microcomputers. 

WORDMASTER’s structure is di- 
vided into two distinct yet interacting 
ritiodes. Command Mode is essen- 
tially a superset of the normal ED 
jcommands, with several useful new 
^instructions added and only a few 
^commands changed in meaning. The 
fijSain attraction is Video Mode, which 
.has no counterpart In ED. In Video 
Niode, direct editing on video ter- 
minals is possible with the result that 
all commands are visible immedi- 
ately. In this mode, WORDMASTER 
acts much like the editing portion of 
Michael Shrayer’s Electric Pencil, 
although WORDMASTER does not 
require a memory-mapped video 
display. 

WORDMASTER is invoked like 
ED, e.g., with a command like WM 
TESTFILE.TXT. If this file does not 
exist, WORDMASTER will create one 
for you. After a sign-on prompt, 
WORDMASTER enters Video Mode. 
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Some of the existing file, if any, Is 
automatically read in from disc; it is 
not necessary to manually Append 
any text. The bottom screen line is 
reserved In Video Mode, and an 
Escape will exit Video Mode, enter 
Command Mode and print the normal 
Command Mode prompt of “*” on the 
bottom line. 

Command Mode 

Most of the Command Mode 
commands listed in Table 1 will be 
familiar to ED users. Commands 
which move the character pointer 
generally operate much as do ED 
commands. Note that since text does 
not have to be manually appended at 
the beginning or during an editing 
session, ED’s “A" command is not 
needed. (“A” now does a 1L and then 
enters Insert mode.) 

“F” and “S” retain their normal 
meanings, but do their find or 
substitute only over the next 2000 
characters or so or on whatever text is 
in memory. WORDMASTER adds the 
"N" and “R” commands to do a "long 
search” In either direction throughout 
the entire text file. Extra text will 
automatically be read in if necessary. 
Special characters are available for 
unusual character matching require- 
ments. The “/" command changes 
branching In nested loops when the 
find or substitute command fails. 

Note that the meaning of “R” is 
thus changed. WORDMASTER uses 
two new commands, “Y” and “W", to 
“yank” files into the file being edited 
(used to incorporate library files into 
working text) or write any number of 
lines to any specified file name. This 
I/O structure provides complete file 
management and text manipulation 
more sophisticated than most edi- 
tors. Note also that many micropro- 
cessor editors limit the maximum size 
of the text file to the amount of 
available RAM. WORDMASTER's 
automatic reading and writing of text 
permits editing of very large flies ; the 
maximum file size is limited only by 
the capacity of the disc used. 

WORDMASTER features a loop 
structure which allows the user to 
construct complex repetitive com- 
mands. Commands can be nested 
several levels deep. The “/" command 
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Table 1 

Command Mode Commands 


Command 

Meaning 

C 

Move pointer by characters 

D 

Delete characters 

L 

Move pointer bylines 

K 

Kill lines 

T 

Type lines 

P 

Move and type Pages 

1 

Insert 

A 

Append 

F 

Find (short search) 

N 

Next (long search) 

S 

Short search & substitute 

R 

Replace (long search & 
substitute) 

/ 

Branch (see text) 

Loop delimiters 

Y 

Yank (read file) 

W 

Write to file 

Z 

Sleep (wait) 

V 

Enter Video Mode 

E 

End edit 

H 

End edit and restart 

a 

Quit 

0 

Return to Original file 

QP 

Put lines to Q-buffer/ 
Scratchpad, delete from 
file 

OG 

Get lines from Q-buffer 

QT 

Type Q-buffer 

OK 

Kill (clear) Q-buffer 

QX 

Execute Q-buffer 

QL 

Load text Into Q-buffer 


before any find or substitute com- 
mand insures that the next command 
in a nested structure will be executed 
upon find or substitute failure, rather 
than an error message being gener- 
ated. 

WORDMASTER implements an 
extra, separate buffer region which 
has many uses. Designated as a 
"Scratchpad” or "Q-buffer," lines can 
be Inserted Into this buffer and 
deleted from the main buffer to be 
reinserted somewhere else. Thus, 
block moves are made easy. Several 
commands are Included for manipu- 
lating this scratchpad. Including the 
ability to actually execute the 
scratchpad's contents. In this way, a 
complex command string can be 
created and put aside for later use. 
While this system may not be as 
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sophisticated as the multiple buffer 
structure of Xitan's Z-TEL, It is very 
convenient to use and greatly 
enhances editing. 

Video Mode 

Video Mode is entered from 
Command Mode with the “V" com- 
mand. Most Video Mode commands 
are initiated with control characters. 
Table 2 lists most of the available 
commands. 

One screenful of text in the 
general vicinity of the character 
pointer is displayed whenever Video 
Mode is entered. Text below or above 
the displayed screenful can be re- 
quested either a line at a time or 
screenful by screenful. 

Complete control of cursor posi- 
tion is easy. Some may quibble with 
the control characters selected. While 
the Electric Pencil's control codes 
have some relation to function (e.g. , 
the diamond shape of the simple 
cursor control codes), WORD- 
MASTER’s codes do allow normal 
cursor movement without much 
jumping around. In any event, the 
user quickly gets used to these code 
selections. 

Unique to the WORDMASTER 
system is the ability to move the 
cursor word by word. This is 
extremely useful In editing normal 
text, but since the program definition 


less helpful in editing programs. 


the "^F" command and characters, 
words and line segments can be 
deleted in either direction. Adding 
entire new lines is even easier with the 
"*N" command, which Inserts a 
carriage return and leaves the cursor 
positioned immediately before It, 
thus creating an empty new line to fill. 

Several special commands are 
included. A “ A ]“ Inserts the next 
character into the file even if It is a 
control character. This is useful for 
inserting control characters like form 
feed for printers or clear screen for 
video terminals. " A W” repeats the 
next character or command 4 times; 
•- A W A W" repeats 16 times, etc. If the 
user has an IMSAI VIO video display 
board, either WORDMASTER or NED 
allows direct control of character 
size, characters per line, reverse 
video, etc., and makes all the neces- 
sary corrections for the changed 
display parameters. 



Table 2 

Video Mode Commands 

Command 

Meaning 

A H 

Cursor left character 

A L 

Cursor right character 

A J 

Cursor down line 

A K 

Cursor up line 

A A 

Cursor left word 

A D 

Cursor right word 

A Z 

Cursor right tab stop 

A B 

Cursor beginning/end of 
line 

A A 

Cursor top/bottom of 
screen 

* E 

File down 1 line on screen 

A X 

File up 1 line on screen 

» R 

Filedown 1 screenful 

A C 

File up 1 screenful 

A F 

Insertion on/off 

Rubout Delete character right 

A G 

Delete character left 

* / 

Delete word left 

A 0 

Delete word right 

A U 

Delete line left 

A P 

Delete line right 

A Y 

Delete entire line 

A 1 

Tab 

A N 

Insert CR 

CR 

Insert on: Insert CR 

Insert off: cursor to be- 
ginning next line 

A W 

Repeat next character 4 
times 

M 

i 

Put character In file even if 
control 

1 A V 

Initiate IMSAI VIO control 

* Escape Leave Video Mode, return 

> to Command Mode 


User Evaluation 

I find the WORDMASTER system 
to be the most flexible and powerful, 
yet simple to use, editor I have tried, 
Including editors on large main- 
frames. Most of my simple editing is 
done In Video Mode, which is 
superior to any video-oriented micro- 
processor editor. I use Command 
Mode primarily for searches, block 
moves, and I/O housekeeping. The 
general similarity to ED makes use of 
the Command Mode comfortable to 
any CP/M user, and the complex 
editing which can be done Is 
occasionally a great time saver. 

One command structure which Is 
very useful is Jumping back and forth 
between Command and Video modes. 
A command like FSAMPLE ZV will 
locate every occurence of the string 
“SAMPLE" In the text file, switch to 
Video Mode with a screenful of text In 


the vicinity of "SAMPLE" displayed 
and position the cursor immediately 
after “SAMPLE.” This allows deter- 
mining the context in which each 
“SAMPLE” is used. Any desired 
editing can be done in Video Mode, 
and hitting Escape moves on to the 
next occurence. 

My only real criticism is probably 
not fair. WORDMASTER is only sold 
as a text editor with no provision for 
text formatting. Micro-Pro suggests 
that Digital Research’s TEX program 
be used for output formatting, but I 
find TEX inadequate as a word pro- 
cessor, especially with my Diablo 
1620 with proportional spacing. Text 
prepared with the Electric Pencil 
looks far more professional. Since I 
know of no free-standing formatting 
program with proportional spacing, 
boldface, underlining, etc., I use 
WORDMASTER to prepare only 
programs, not text. If Micro-Pro could 
Incorporate such features into 
WORDMASTER or offer a separate 
program of this type, I believe an 
incredibly powerful word processing 
system would result. 

In any event, I feel WORDMASTER 
is an excellent program, well worth its 
nominal cost. The fact that NED is 
included with IMDOS 2.05 is an 
unusual bargain. □ 
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Businesscomputing Review 

At last you can learn about Business Software 
and Systems Oe/ore you buy 


BusinessComputing Review provides in-depth 
research reporting into business systems and 
software currently available 

BusinessComputing Review presents the 
necessary information tor businessmen and 
professionals to plan the Installation and use 
of a microcomputer system The concise review 
ioimat simplifies the selection based on business 
requirements 

BusinessComputing Review reports to you 
resiJts from extensive testing ot sottware and 
systems Opmiuns expressed arn free from the 
influence ot commercial interests because 
Business Computing Review is supported 
without advertising 


BusinessComputing Review is published six. 
times annually and is available only to subscribers 
Subscription price lor Volume 1 is $'2b m the US 
Canada, and Mexico International Subscriptions 
are $30 


BusinessComputing Review 
BusinessComputing Press 
Post Office Box 55056 
Valencia. CA 91355 
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